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By S_. P. Marland Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for Education 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

■ , - . V ■ 

A few days ago I met in Washington with a grab$) of Russian 
educators who were visiting this country to get a first-hand _ 
look a^ the new things we're doing in the classroom. - As we / 
parted, I felt called: upon to thank those men and women, not 

^simpl^ to^^cartS^ g4ftcio xqj.^^^ . 



ji^fef^^s^ufc O^^ 

duS^ilglfpi^ the sm^^ 

as^um^feifott ^ut^AiSrra^^ in techn^i^l 

niSeteirs;!^ or ^ny :p tiver?^q tia^irf?tie is^th^^ \ 
Tha^ l^t^^e sia^er— glrdb^^ ^hat irs; ^fcS£14 

SitToiigiy compeOgli^^ 

m4rilcittdii and perhaps e%p^:ctS\tly to Amie^rircans^, to understand that 
no one ha IB a ^.e^^e on th^ f utj^ tlva^ tt wia.1 belong indee^ 
to those who make it their own, 

America,: give us our due, got the message. Bart of/: 
our reacti^^ w#s finally to commit the resources of the 



■ ^ 
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federal Government to the cause of education all across the. 
board. The National Defense ^Education Act of 1958 may have 
been narrowly conceived in that i^s ::pTi:mary purpose was i:o " 
strengthen science instruction at the elementary aud secondary 
levels. But of far greater moment was the fact thaj: the 
urgency we felt enabled us to put aside our traditional rear 
of Federal control and turn to Washingtoff^ as the last great 
uptapped source of help for pur schools. ^ 

Wi th th is ;in mind , I th;anked my Russian v^isi tors and , "as 
^tfirfy^dgg^ 



mirndV f^^ 



up xbgrif^^^ 

^i^rng^^^^^rt^P^J^S^^^^^^l^^ 



oAi^f- gflfij^^^ lim^^ffio:^^j£fei^ain 



Vther pr,6^^ 

4^^t^eojS?isK ^a^p^^ ^ 

4rc4sis£, SJpitmi^ t^ 

P^sga4% -t^er^-S^i^ ^thM j&^^gl'^b^ fo^g ar ^^etilc^ 
^aietvt hid^e^ 

or ^^8;tl^ia^ ^ n^^r 

bi^fioj^e^ j^-- thaitv fa^ us 

^ns.tanjtly utid^r tghec^ommutii^ta^^ simply Jg^tle 

potifzic^ p^rCui^^ iSHR$?S^ Shose 

^rho^^^ -wa^tlf. : : ^ 
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to package and sell politically in no sense diminishes its 
validity, and in fact should heighten our sense of urgency. 
For it is clear that unless we who are at the leadership, level 
of federal, state, and local government as well as all In- 
stitutions ^of- education, take concerted action ourselves to 
search for and release the most able students we have and help 
to develop their tal^ents, America will continue to suf fe5r^;the 
loss of a huge proportion of its best minds . The national^ 
implications of thatr^SSta o£ loss make the threat of Sputnik 



-cpurs^yrytgggs^l^^^^^i^ 

u^j^^^^^g^iBSjBsig^j^^ ^^^ ^^^ ly 



s cSbdlri^^^ - ; :v vv ^= 



prepar^^^tp^^^^ 

in >hf ^s<top$^- ffi:}0^f^^!^^^j^ ^It^^^^it^^^vei^ th^ -b^feafc - 

aKlomr:*h^ s^tipaig^^ r e^ tSi- b^r^^jt 

ch 11 d wh 1 le> j^^^ to, tW typi c afl ~- an d tlia t s ttua tl plSS^ 
cei^^nJ^^SF ifiro^fr^ 

: Gilgtii^ at 

Orford the nnoj^ t l^eaa- tdme of h is ttf e , ~-~ 

^urchM^ ifa^ by edueati^pi^ •^i 

^dj^^^^^/g^j^my^:^)^^^ IS^ *i^li^^ar -\ ^ 
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_took to the woods*" 'And to bring the recoria more up. to daze, 
a biographer of the eminent British art historian Kenneth Clark 
comments offhandedly that "For Kenneth Clark, as for other talented 
men, his school days were an unimportant period." Fortuna3tJ%ly " 
for him, and for us. Lord Clark was the scion of a fa3r.ily of 
thread manufacturers with the personal resources at his disposal that 
enabied him ultimately to make a ma jor contribution to our ^: 

jgng^gsaBggdqg^^ag^ 



^njStn^l;^^^ 

:yonci^(|^^eo^ ^ ; 

jchi?iSr^en7 S ^ 

s^<luieJijSj^ oj^ ^4Sy^^QPSer^ dcC noi: i V ^ffl?^ 

tjrlgditlSi^ Q4^4ir[3^f^ ha^, in f^tc^g^- 

pr^4uce|[ ^r^gi^nv^ jBr^jgjit chiJ/dj^en Repine di^^jchan^ 

eai^t^^ gnS^ ^h^ ar^-^^^^-^ 

Jumpi^rgg a^^^ c^hi^r'eYi^ ^ait^ibeh^ 

^h^^^^^^hg^ aS^^ stiid tlveir^^^Qe 1^ an1s>^riiffg ^fc^gt 



^^a^ — 
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The slow we are dealing with, labored and discouraging 
as the process may be, Eiiifcation of the handicapped i£ a 
national priority, and so it should be. But there are few 
advocates for the very able. The challenge the schools face 
today is to continue to do their best to recognize and develop „ 
the gifted chlfld in all his gifted ways, loosening up the routine 

^ by whatever design In order to respond to such an obvious 
"special" person. Most of the conventional measures, modest 



though they are, £^d4ress^ the intellectually gi^f ted^child because J 



^3^^^^yS^^^^^^0^^i^^^a^^^^^^ ulhti^Sg^ ^j^t^^ge r !E^^ " 

^ T^jcp^tti^ m^alisr-^^ 

mgn^sy tif tUv^e^ jones-^^ 
v^tr^LfiaLr43^^jC^^ 

> l^^oi^i^^^B^jij^ S^^S^ESiv ^^the dhd^ wlvo irs sup3^ffi| ly 

^i^feted^ i^ ir ^flfil^^fc^^tr^iis^ \> u t o tft^rvlsje" — 

dwa^Jl^^^a^ sjeifsiSi S:u^lt a cti^^ 

is ^^^j^iifl^^)^^ fe^^xs or his t^^frefs 

or :]^rSfa^=^^^^ iomily^^: 

^^i^ tis: ^irt;->tfeitfite Aindj^^op^d 
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in all aspects of living, A program for the gifted at Johns 
Hopkins University, funded by the Spencer Foundation of Chicago, 
recognizes and endeavors to rescue this sort of young person. 
One 16-year-old who is successfully carrying a double major in 
math and philosophy at Johns Hopkins was by his own admission 
so bpred^in junior high school that he was close to losing 
interest in studies of every kind.. Johns, Hopkins admitted t 
^ the^boy to the^gif ted -program reluctantly because of his apparent 
-social maladjustment. Bu't once admij:ted to a pro gram mat chfj^ 

to his ability, all traces of maladjustment disappeared. *?? . 
J: Gifted women encounter special problems. While more girls 
are attending college and undertaking graduate studies, they are 

masculine fields. Although the gifted tend to retain their 
high test competence into adolescence and adulthood, girls 
regreas toward the mean ^^^^:^g€^&rj^. college population more 
than boys. Five years after high school graduation, about 
one-fourth of the girls in the top 2.5 pe rcent o^ the Proje c t 
Talent ability range were secretaries or typists. 

-y_: Then there are those whose intelligence is hidden, from 
"8 of the Establishment at least, by their cultural or verbal 
differences. .These are the blacks, and the Chicanos and the 
Indiana and the poor of all colors and ethnic origins . Uses of 
standardized intelligence tests continue to confound us in T 
our search to measure culturally different children. I am 
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certain that there are many minority or otherwise culturally 
different gifted American children who are uslTtg their giftednest 
in a variety of antisocial activities, including lawbreaking and 
leadership of others in negative pursuits. One activity at the 
moment in the Office of Education is an effort to formulate 
non-standard ways'? to locate the gifted of the ghettoes. We are 
researching ways to^ identify, gifted Chicano youth through a 
8' ant to the Southwest Regional, Laboratory in Austin, Texas. 
And we are following with special interest the work of Paul 
Torrence at the University of Georgia in looking into the uses 

unorthodox ability patterns fellow students seem more apt at 



JAfid^ ^thtojii^l/sif^iiaSlS^^ 



In whoa we would expect it -the least, the mentally retarded. 



I as 



done at the National Zoo in Washington. It reflects, I am 
certain you would agree, unusual ability, a true artistic gift. 
Y<?t the artist, an 18-year-old ^lack youth, is classified ^ 

in the District of Columbia public schools as a TMR trainable 

mental retardate. - ^ : _ ^ ^ 

It is a great credit to the D.C. schools not only that the 
boy's artistic ability has been given the opportunity to flower 
in a special art class, but that, he will also soon be working 
full-time repairing office machines. He has been given this 
chanqe for personal dignity and fulfillment through a career " 
development program for the mentally retarded in the D.C. 0 
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schools which is partially funded, I am happy to say> with 
Federal dollars • 

The Federal contribution here was small in financial 
terms but important nevertheless to the genuine success that the 
teachers and administrators of the D*C. school system have _ 

acjrpmplished. And that is the formula little money, lots 

of inspiration that must govern the entire Federal contri- 

bution to gifted education • In all candor, the reality of the 
19r^4 and \%l\ ')^i^^^J,s^y dj^mina^^ 
tOf ^hSl^l^ piS^tait^ 



in^fctdfa^f ivlT^^^i^ $ot ^^^^ 

^^h^fcnew djii^ — ^~^r-^\ z 

^^x^ ^&c^^s=^mqjc^^ to righjF^^ V 

j^^]^giwi5^^ut^ teal;!^^ 
^jecAnda^^c^^iex^ TglialglSve^tyi ^7 ^ 

> hp;^tf t ime? the; ^t^m ci^ ^P^^isifit *Sn^v-t o^S elSt^ an ^ idc aKL s chp^ 

au i^jo^i^ies Hri^ ^SL^^a^^bc^^^^ r^tOf in eas^v ^ujt^imatel^ 7 

*eaAhii¥gv ^^x>AiiA^^^^ a— ttrf^^tfc^o^ th^ tx>t;al; tia ti^nffi^ 

llxp^^djture far egtejge^^ sjecWd^i^ educatlont. But the^ 



^minis t ra^^on^ ;^"^oiivfl^^ tfra^t wha^teveir /tfrS^ r 

ftij^iirie^ev^i xot^edeil^ par t wilrl^'b^to 

fac^ita^^ tlve 5MgD^^^t ftina tjo dict^a tl^ 

^qu at the Sta$e aird i^cM; 3^Sv^," a thie Erc^si^ent 'a primairp:^ 

empha^^ jiS^ h^|S: pcMllcy^ iS tjo re^4fetrm and s tren^l^gti 
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the Federal role will complete a me thamorphos is from program 
management, our burden at the moment, to wh^t might be described 
as i^ea management, and our part in gifted education as it has 
developed over the past year is an interesting preview of our 
future engagement in *11 areas of education. The reason is 
simple: we've never had anyl^eal Federal money to invest in the 
education of the gif ted; consequently ,, we have had no s tatutory 
programs to administer from the .Washington level. Our actions 
have been derived" from our own initiative to awaken your • 



for talented youngsters and giving their 

to motivate inspiration in quintuplicate. But we are making a 
genuine and, I think, useful effort to b~ing this frig^h-f^tng 
fact of the neglect of the gifted to the attention of all 



Americans, to stimulate creative and exemplary responses 
throughout the country, and in general to serve as a linking 
mechanism nationally between the problem to b e solved and 
those whose efforts, if systematically brought together and 
coordinated, can solve that problem. Our network of influence 
is. essentially to tlr6-State departments of education. 

Federal grant money available for gifted education will 
continue in the short term to rest in research and development 
rajthet than program support. The National Institute of Education 
la? considering right now a number of proposals relating to the 
funding in Fiscal Year 1973; decisions will be made 
within the next two weeks. A limited amount of funding is 
also available through the Emergency School Aid Act. The pri- 
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mary purpose here, of course, is -to facilitate the process of 
integrating racially but a strong component of the program is 
to strengthen urban schools in are«o where integration itself is 
unlikely to occur as in our heavily black inner cit:,es. 
Establishment of ma'guet schools in the city embodying the best 
educational techniques and practices is an attempt to release 
the-best young inner city, minds as well as attract others from 
the surrounding s^uburbs. The ESAA legislation specif ically 
mentions the gifcted. Funds for projects involving the gifted 

^pi^^^ams^:^^fr^^ ^ \^ 

actiS^aies ^y^^^ - \ ^ : 

ci^t^^i^bX^^ ^p^^^fS;^^^ in ^ijns 

^ofHtlQ^ jdx)^;^^ ^e^ grluat i4t^ irf ^y^6^^e^s^ tjut moreW^ 

e f i e etive ^^ajui^ ^ itie r eiisj|: cyc3tn^^n aild^ comSiartn^^ in^ jtl^^ 
States fimd^lpctflrf^t^^ In^ the n^bS^oviet^ ^^ctot . 

^hffs ehirer^p^se> otir Oi^iice of^ Muj^^d^n of ^he ^Ji^ft^^ an^d 
l^iented undjsr Ktal; TSfoa is i^tovin^ ttself an energeitc If \ 
^n-funde^ forjcei^, axid^^ut^ OBlederai Goyer^ent. 

The ^f^ee c^me iivt^ol^^in^ a^ter Cjoiixgrksra —-^ driven by 
Senator Javits — - directed the Office of Education in 1970 to 
examine the state of the education of the gifted. Our report 
itidi?cai^d> tji^ ^Eejderii,^ Slta^e^ Si ijarea3^ i^s doing 



The Office of Gifted and Talented has moved into this 
vacuum with vigor and a sense of urgency, trying to get things 
moving without waiting for legislative changes^ new appro- 
priations. OGT is scrounging research money where it can for 
projects such as the one 1- men tioned earlier for the identifica- 
tion of gifted Chicano children. We have given our only major 

-gr^nt— $600,000 --- to the Illinois State Department of 
Education f or estabiis^hmentnDf a national/State Leadership 

^^raining Institute . to s trengthen program "leade in all 



^^J^S^fe^i ^p3^^2^§t^^ a^^^ an^ our^ s'^udx 



^^^PW^^^I^^^^ fund^mentlgS 



^^rl b e jdj^gxr^^ ttt. Iiy^ J^ateT on , 
^^c^ ujdin g pr ^^giS sy^ o^^^^^citag^l^ ih^ mo^s^Ohtgluyy^^^^^ 

^k^gr^itt^ un^ ^Ix&y^^yt^^^^ci^ the -Ex^tcfrifeLo^ Sch^l^ship^ 
^^grjtm^^%i^ 

^re ^xiiio^ eiub in New *drk 

^fctX sa^^J.^^ :B:cgx)^^ "^hey^ widKt w: company lead in 

^i^t^sS^i t>n wbrldi during the summe^r 

^^:fititiirgy d[nc]^ J^rning oppox^ttinity ♦ This 



^ t*^ sj|S^^ this ye a^ no Federal 
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funds are involved. The scholarships have been donated by the 
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, the Explorers Club, Education 
Explorations International, and other^organizat ions and 
agencies ~ all atiiP"''rt ' hy the Office of the Gifted and. 
Talented. 

The E.xplorers program heavily involves the services of the 
Regional Offices of HEW throughout the country. Each regional 
office convened a selection tfoard composed of Chief State School 
Officers, university officials, and dther leadars of education 
and exploration, selecting 15 regional finalists from 1,000 or 

^h^^^^tete^p^ o^^ 4^^S4^*^fc^fec^l^^ 

to strengthen State efforts in this field* One professional 1^ 

^sp^^ltia^t^ the gif ted^ to serve as th|S^ 

^ucnteus o & an i^ta^piiv t^j^ of S ta t^z s^xitajfis ts , \i . 

c^^Mi^^^ an d^l^p^dSra^^iS^^ S^^Brship- -Tiiinirrg 

Xns tttuire^, and ^^a^Srrt^^ ^h^ maj^r pui^pose jof these actdfbn 

t^i&ns is tp^ f os^^r^ ^^Sh^n^ xt& texpje the S ta te if ffftfd 

to continue to raises ^^^^^^t^^^ of concern. 

^Ivls "coifrfi^rj^ the early: impact^of 

_ _ - " - " - - _ " _" - 

this effort/- T^he cr^^^^ together must go p^i*^ 

martly:, of cpui^Sev to Joe ll^quis^ wlro hus a stir orngr person^ 
:cx)nmlrtjieirt^ to e||^ljt<ra^t:^^ rgiz&tifd add^^hose^ leadership^ ^li 

t^ (i^hai^ayoi in^^g x^fr ^e ma^^i^ ^itartef o f the NFa t i on cin li^e 
;^n^ .tlj^:^p^;t %|^fJ^^^ >ind? ^K;«r^eeth|n g^ efflc tr • I woul^^ 



1^4 
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also like to credit Roger Ming of the New York State Department 
^of Education who has worked closely with Bob Seitzer, Commissioner 
of Region II, and Jane Case Williams in designing this conference. 

We have every confidence that the worK of these good 
men and women will not only result in New York establishing a 
program of gifted education commensurate with the stature and 
means of the Empire State,, but that the multiplier effect this 
meeting of minds will trigger will spread this spirit of 
commitment well beyond the bounds of New York State. 

I this/ r^^s:p;n^ ppten*iaJ3^/ 
pne ^f^ the mos\t i^ip^^^S^^^ 
^ede^at^Gpvernmer^^^i?^fl^ for gifcte^- 

^e^Cfi^tibnv ^t^^PS^ jnd thxxughi^ leajd^s 

wlfps^:^perl3^hJal^^^^ gf£ted is a 

ne^e^s>^ pre^^^ reform ti^pt 

we musi Iwve i5f : eaily a^ 

possstbj^e ±n th^^i^ fchj^^ aiidHtP^ p^rb^ for them 

s^ieci^rl3o^ JMvoraMjej^^ 

Iherei ^re some, in 4amn±ng 

any special at ten^ttpti t^ t^o the 

democra:tlc spirit ixf AmericSi^ an^ i^^ heir 
egalitarian i^as ;0^ ^giji^a^^^ 1 reject this notion out o/f^ 
han<i, and ask th^t^ ypu do =^the saime. I^^ t^ Will Rog&rs 

who aaid , "Every ^Anie^^ican^ next pne 

and some are a damn site better.*' When you encounter negati^^ism 
toward the gift ed^^^^^ you might do will 

tp r^Bmirid thism :th^^ that the less 
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gifted the teacher or administrator, the more likely he is to 
resent the gifted young person. We give ardent lip service to 
individualizing instruction. We have come a small distance in 
reaching out to the uncommon child who is handicapped. It is 
no less a valid public policy, consistent with individualization, 
to reach out now to the uncommon ^hild who is very able. I join 
with you, as I ask you to work fo| the gifted and enlist in their 

cause your fellow prof essionali? ill education as well as your 

J t 
fellow citizens wherever you may live. 

The great social refprm^^^^ 

and ^Miiib^ no>^^ 

#por Sr^ thS^ uiS^^S^^t^^^^^ 

j^ame^tl^^j^^fe^ 

^ r^S]^ tteMS5X^^ 

raiS^^S ol^ oar^^t^er^c^tn^ cl?tirzeii|^ ^ t 

tone ^ean^^I meddfp^^ t b r*lf€^ 

itself to the Maximum ley^1t"o:| |^ und*rstaadijrg, andl^^ 

kn^oyixrg^fcthln 4tKe^ persoxtt ^ 

tiua hlrgh es t 4411?^^ as e^icators^ 

Tfee Rpxik^felpli^r 195^ , s ta^^a^ 

the matter iit^wbisdi th^ ^ th*s ocxtas^/b^ 

••T^erf is 71^^^ br dlJficUlt p^^^ for^ 

a ^r|^ ps^qpJJ t^an^^^ wi iCty use- 

it^S own;|t^^^ on itf^^ilifty tb sicJlv^ t^^^^ 

prbSlim r:e*tsV If i^i^n-^^^ fSte « i fere<a peopije. . . 

- ^Bi a ff 

for tSa c^pi^j^SMt^ 1^ 
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also and primarily for the sake of the contribution he may 
make to his own realization and development." 

There, ladies and gentlemen, is the kernel of the teacher •s 

creed and it is the fulfillment of that creed in its highest 

3ense that has brought us together today. Let us stiffen our 

resolve to push ahead harder. 



